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O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

 

 Whenever I go to Disney I always go to the Hall of Presidents.  I know I have already 

seen it before.  It’s like singing Silent Night on Christmas Eve.  It never fails to inspire 

me.  Every time I am reminded of the sacrifice and virtues of our leaders.  Many years ago I 

decided that regardless of who was the President or how I felt about the person serving as 

President, I would not make jokes about the President or the Presidential office.  

 I respect the office.  I respect the sacrifice those who lead make.  No matter who serves 

as president the person is criticized and mocked.  A biographer in his book about George 

Washington talked about how even this man who was beloved by his country for his leader-

ship in the Revolutionary War endured harassment and ridicule from others. 

 In the “Hall of Presidents” George Washington talks about his fears.  We hear visionary 

statements from Presidents who faced challenging times leading our country and they did 

some unpopular things because they were the right things to do for our country in the long 

run.  Sometimes we get so caught up in today that we are not mindful of the long run.  

 I also appreciate it when Washington talks about uniting the country – working together - 

One nation under God.  We celebrate Independence Day and realize that our freedom has 

come at a great price.  We are free to worship God and of course we are also free not to wor-

ship.  Sadly we take for granted this particular gift.  There are many through the years who 

endured extraordinary persecution because of their faith.   

 As we celebrate the birth of our nation, I hope we will love it.  I pray we will love it 

enough to speak for justice and work for peace.  I pray we will love it enough that we will 

share our hope, our faith and our love with all we meet.  How do we make our world better – 

one act of kindness at a time, one act of love at a time.  Because of our faith we believe we 

can make our country and our world better as we seek to live a life reflective of Christ’s love 

and mercy.             
       Shalom,   Cindy   



 Family Concerns 

 Our sympathy is extended to Phil and Diane 

Harris upon the death of Phil’s mother Clarine 

Harris. 

 Our sympathy is extended to Tim Johnson and 

his family upon the death of his grandfather the 

Rev. Robert Benjamin Johnson.  Tim’s grandfather 

was a Disciples of Christ minister.  

 Traci Eagle had surgery this past month and is 

recuperating at home. 

 Bill Alcoke is at the Laurels of Bon Air fol-

lowing hip surgery. 

 Our prayers continue with Alice Beasley, Al-

ma Spivey, Helen Macklin and Lloyd Thacher.  

We also keep Betty and Lou Scharon’s grandson, 

Joe Burns in our prayers.  Our prayers are with:  

Gerry Roppe´s Uncle Jack; Shirley Burkhalter’s 

sister, Ginny McGuire; Frank Clark’s dad, Jimmy 

Clark; Leigh Anne Phan’s friend, Ron Evans; Ar-

lene and Steve Blythe’s friend, Greg Franz; Rhon-

da Ringel’s friend, Evan Smith; Steve Kline’s 

friend, Ed Winfield; Steve Goff’s friend, Beth Ann 

Molter; Peggy Hill; Gerry Roppe´; Jackie Nilles’ 

aunt, Brenda Grant; the Landergan’s friend, Dan 

Bickett; Stacy Price; Arlene Blythe’s friend, Don-

na Leake; Hannah Bryant who has leukemia and 

the Macfadden’s friend, Lewis Bell who has can-

cer.  

 We keep in prayer Lt. Adam Teachey who is 

stationed in Romania.  Please pray for George 

Smith’s son who is serving in Afghanistan. 

 

 

Book Club will not be meeting dur-

ing the summer but keep reading so 

you will have suggestions once we 

start meeting in September. 

 

 

Bon Air Christian  

and the Micah Program 
 Bon Air Christian Church is one of the 

120 Faith Communities throughout Rich-

mond that participate in the Micah Program 

volunteering at a Richmond City elementary 

school.  During the 2013-2014 school year 

we had 5 volunteers from our church that 

were in the classroom either as a tutor, class-

room assistant, or a reader.  We also had a 

pen pal who corresponded with a student and 

a classroom was adopted by the Salad CWF 

group who sent each student a birthday card 

on their birthday. 

 The staff at Redd Elementary have been 

welcoming and facilitated our interaction 

with the students with which we have 

worked. 

 Next year we hope to increase the num-

ber of pen pals who write a student once a 

month.  It would be a treat for both you and 

the student.  Alma Spivey is making plans to 

go to school and meet her pen pal in person 

after corresponding this school year. 

 No matter what your talent there is a stu-

dent, a class, or an activity that awaits you.  If 

you think you are interested, contact Barbara 

Bancroft for more information.  Men and 

Women are both welcome. 

    Building Better     

                     Relationships Program 

 Our “building better relationships” program 

held an organizational meeting on June 23.  The 

program will launch Thursday, July 3rd at 7:00 

p.m. 

 We would love for you to be part of the 

program.  Paul Simrell is the facilitator.   

 The program is designed to improve rela-

tionship skills such as communication and con-

flict resolution.   



- Please update your  

church directories: 

 
Margaret Battle & Virginia Hawn 

1711 Bellevue Ave. #D207 

Richmond, VA  23227 

 

Lloyd Thacher 

2105 Cranbeck Drive #129 

Richmond, VA  23235 

272-3654 

 

Arlette Brown 

901 Madrona St. 

Midlothian, VA  23114 

 

Gerry Roppe´ 

3700 Berrybrook Drive 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23234-5751 

 

Cassie Price and Tom Kazas 

4019 Wakefield Road 

Richmond, VA  23235 

804-337-1052 

 

Rob Atherton 

4273 Llewellyn Ave. Apt. 208 

Norfolk, VA  23504 

 

Claire Deitch 

1505 Belcourt Parkway 

Roswell, GA  30076 

 

Thank You!!! 
 The Membership Committee appreciates 

the help of the following people, who pro-

vided food, set-up or cleaned up for our re-

cent Graduation Reception:, Barbara Ban-

croft, Dot Bennett, Shirley Burkhalter, Paula 

Craft, Jean Dowdy, Emilie Fuller, Arlene 

Giffel, Laura Hollis, Sandy Logan, Jamie 

McDonald, Jane Miller and Kris Should-

ice.  Thank you all so very much for helping 

to honor those who have achieved so much.  

 Also, we would like to thank Gail 

Macfadden for the special cards for Mother’s 

Day.   

 Our appreciation is extended to Gail 

Macfadden, Cynthia Lehan and Andee Kirk 

for the beautiful Father’s day cards and to 

Sandy Logan for the sweet treats that were 

given to all of our dads on Father’s Day  

 Our appreciation is extended to Kevin 

Heath and Doug Collins for helping us pro-

cure our new kitchen stoves.  Kevin picked 

them out and Doug picked them up and in-

stalled them in our kitchen.  The wonderful 

women of the CWF purchased the 

stoves.  Let's get cooking! 

 We also want to thank Doug Collins for 

all of his hard work in getting our handicap 

parking squared away. 

 We are grateful to our "friendly visi-

tors" those among us who take the time to 

visit the homebound and those who are 

ill.  Your loving kindness means so much. 

 Calling all Artists 

at Bon Air Christian Church.  An Art Show is being planned starting Friday, September 5th.  It will 

be an opportunity to display and sell your work.  If you think you may be interested, please contact 

Becky in the church office.  You do not need to make a commitment at this time. The planning 

group is just trying to get an idea of how much space will be needed and the best way to display eve-

ryone’s work.  Any kind of appropriate work will be accepted.  Hopefully, this will be an event for 

the Bon Air community and become an annual event. 



  God’s Treasure Island 

          August 11 -15        
 

It is hard to believe but summer will be here before we know it, so it is time to register for 
this year’s Vacation Bible School!  Let all your family, friends and neighbors know about 
this wonderful opportunity.  We love to get to know your grandchildren, nieces, nephews 
and the children‘s friends.  
 

We will all get a boat and travel to our very own Treasure Island.  This year the focus will 
be on God’s Love and finding a treasure that is more important than gold, jewels and 
money!  The children will do this by learning meaningful stories of Jesus in the Books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  
 

VBS will start with the children coming at 5:15 pm or so and being served a kid friendly 
meal at 5:30 pm.  The program will end at 8:00 pm. 
 

Fill out the enclosed registration form and leave it in the church office or look for registra-
tions forms available on the bulletin boards around the church.   

 

 
The Clark Family welcomed Missionary into their home 

 
 Many thanks to the Clark family for welcoming our missionary from Columbia South Amer-

ica to their home.  Amanda  is a social psychologist and a theologian, and considers the most 

beautiful thing that has happened to her the call of the Lord to serve in pastoral ministry. For four 

years she has been pastor of the Central Mennonite Church of Ibague. The community is a mar-

ginalized area of the city, with many social problems and many needs. For nine years, she has 

worked with CEDECOL's Network of Women for Life and Peace, and over the last four years, 

has coordinated the work of psychological and spiritual accompaniment of families and women 

who are victims of the armed conflict.  Her husband is also a Mennonite pastor, and they have 

two children. 



Bon Air Christian Church 

Vacation Bible School  

God’s Treasure Island 

August 11
th

 through 15
th

 

 

Registration is open for children ages 3 years to rising 6
th
 graders. Children must be potty t 

rained. Nursery is provided for children up to age 2. For more information please contact  

the church at 272-6228. To register, please fill out the form below and return it to the church office. 

 

Child’s Name:   

 

Parent/Guardian Name:   

 

Address:   

 

City:   State:   Zip:   

 

Phones – Home:   Cell:   Work:   

 

Email Address:       

 

Child’s Age & Birthday:       Last school grade completed:   

 

In case of emergency, contact:   

 

Relationship to child:  Phone: ____________________________________ 

 

Food Allergies/Other Medical conditions: ___________________________________________  

 

These persons can pick up this child from VBS: 

(name) (relationship to child) 

 

                                                       _____ 

      ______________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent’s Signature: ________________________________  Date_______ 

 



 

 

 

 

Minute for Missions  

Homeland Ministries 

 One of the challenges faced by the modern church is how to do more with less.  We 

know how the Great Recession hit us here at Bon Air and the Missionaries have always 

known it.  The folks at Disciple Homeland Ministries (DHM) have always been in the mid-

dle. 

 DHM is in the background of many of the resources and services the Disciples of 

Christ Church provides, but we rarely think about the group responsible for coordinating 

them.  DHM is involved in Quadrennial, Worship & Wonder, eight Mission & Retreat cen-

ters, HIV/AIDS Ministries, Refugee & Immigration ministries, Undergraduate and Minis-

terial Scholarships and many more ministries. 

 The Green Chalice program we are currently investigating for Bon Air was developed 

by DHM and they will help us be better stewards of our resources. Want to plan a picnic?  

Do something special for Earth Day?  Reduce our Electric Bill?  Teach a Sunday School 

series linking carbon footprint to Christian values?  We’ve got that! 

 Guys – feeling like everything’s about the kids & women now-a-days? DHM has de-

veloped a rewards/recognition program to challenge Disciples Men to achieve higher per-

sonal goals and get “Around Tu-It.”   The rewards are individual, but the successes are cel-

ebrated in fellowship.   And everyone can go for the gold! 

 If you would like to learn more about these or other programs supported by the funds 

we send to DHM, please visit www.discipleshomemissions.org.  

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org


 

 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR GRADUATES! 
 

 

 

High School: 

Nathan Moon, son of Shep and Ellen Moon graduates from Monacan High School and will attend 

the School of Engineering at Virginia Tech in the fall. 

 

Natalie Michelle Ringel, daughter of Rhonda and Mark Ringel graduates from James River High 

School.   Natalie will be attending Averett University in Danville in the fall.  Natalie is majoring in 

equine studies. Her horse Lance will also be going to Averett as well.   

 

College: 

 

Kelsey Arthur, daughter of Lena Neal graduated from University of Mary Washington with a Bach-

elor’s Degree in Political Science.  

 

Amanda Fields, great granddaughter of Beulah Proffitt graduated from University of Virginia with 

a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice.  

 

Lora Harvell, daughter of Becky Harvell graduated from James Madison University with a Master 

of Science, Nursing Clinical Nurse Leader. 

 

Joel McCaferty, son of Rose and Jim McCaferty graduated from William and Mary with a Bachelor 

of Science in Biology.  He plans to pursue a graduate degree. 

 

Kyle King, son of Cassie Price graduated from Roanoke College with a Bachelor of Science in En-

vironmental Science. 

 

Ade Oladejo, our custodian, graduated from Virginia State University with a Master of Science, 

Counseling Education. 

 

Josh Vaden, son of Cathy and Tim Vaden, graduated from Virginia Tech with a Bachelor of Arts in 

History.  He will continue at Virginia Tech to pursue his Masters in the Education Program. 

 

Jan Zarefoss received her Master of Science Nurse Practitioner from Virginia Commonwealth Uni-

versity.  Her specialty area is adult gerontology acute care.  She works at Henrico Doctors Intensive 

Care Unit. 



 

 

Youth Attending Craig Springs 

 This summer BACC has nine youth attending 

Craig Springs Second Triple, July 20-25th.  Those 

attending are: Zachary and Hannah Moon, 

Madison Arthur, Sydney Batton, Bella Seemil-

ler, Kyla and Taylor Brooks, and Maddy and 

Sarah Boger.  Adults serving for Second Triple 

from BACC are Sarah Trezza and Deb Romig’s 

daughter, Gina Mattes; Amber Heath and Su-

zanne Dale; David Baum will be serving at First 

Triple, and Michael Dunn will be serving at both 

First & Second Triple.  Catherine Tejnecky will 

also be volunteering at New Covenant. 

 Others from BACC attending camp include 

Ian Mills who is attending First Triple (July 13-

18) and AMPDD camp (held in June) and Anika 

Tejnecky who will be attending New Covenant 

camp July 6-11. 

 Campers love to receive mail.   If you would 

like to send a note to our campers the address is: 

(Name to camper & name of camp) 

Craig Springs 

30 Craig Springs Circle 

New Castle, VA  24127 

 

 

CARITAS  

Items Needed 

  

 We are in need of gently used bath 

towels and the following items to include in 

personal care kits for our CARITAS guests: 

·         Travel size deodorant (women’s) 

·         Dental Floss 

·         Travel size mouthwash 

·         “Puff” style shower scrubbies 

·         Children’s toothbrushes 

·         Travel size children’s toothpaste 

 

 Please do not bring full size items as our 

guests have limited room in the storage con-

tainers they are given for transporting their 

possessions.     A box labeled CARITAS 

PERSONAL CARE SUPPLIES will be 

available to put these items in.  Thank you 

for your help with this outreach ministry! 

 

 

 

The church will be having a 

Yard Sale in the fall sponsored by the Men’s 

Group.  If you have things you thought of 

giving away now, please consider holding 

on to them until fall.  The sale will raise 

funds for the restroom renovation and other 

things needed at our church.  Thanks! 



A Brief Glimpse into  

The Disciples of Christ  

World Outreach Program 

 

 

 Quite simply, the core group empowered with the task of reaching out both in our community and to 

a greater extent, across the world, is Global Ministries. Its mission is to receive and share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ by joining with global and local partners to work for justice, reconciliation and 

peace. 

 They strive for this by living out its core values: 

Presence-Manifesting God's love by living in intentional, committed relationships. 

Mutuality-Walking in hope with others in God's mission 

Community -Building interdependence and unity among all of God's children 

Justice -Living out God's radical love by confronting powers that deny the fullness of life and the integ-

rity of creation 

Peace -Embodying reconciling relationships with God, humanity and creation.  

 Much of the program is based on missionary work and in 2013 over 135 missionary volunteers 

served in over 50 countries worldwide. Your gifts are vital to the work of Global Ministries and our 

global partners around the world. All gifts go in their entirety to supporting the specified ministry-that's 

right, no administrative or bank fees! 

 Any designated gift to Global Ministries helps to further the ministries of approximately 270 church 

partners in 70 countries; appoints missionaries serving with partners; provides educational resources for 

individuals, congregations, and other church bodies; and provides support for missionary visits to con-

gregations and for People-to-People Pilgrimage experiences. 

 Through a portion of our Easter offering and Week of Compassion along with endowment funds 

and special gifts provided by individuals, congregations and judicatories of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ, this program has become a successful means of 

passing on The Good News.  



        Library Corner 
Two books you may want to check out from are Church Library are: 

 The Chance by Karen Kingsbury is a heartwarming story about childhood friends, bro-
ken lives, and a long ago promise that just might offer the hope of love for today. In The 
Chance, Karen delves deeply into a theme that resonates with us all: It’s never too late for 
those willing to take a chance. 

 Years ago, the day before Ellie moved from Georgia to California, she and her best 
friend Nolan sat beneath the Spanish moss of an ancient oak tree where they wrote letters 
to each other, and sealed them in a rusty old metal box. The plan was to return eleven years 
later and read them. But now, as that date arrives, much has changed. Ellie, bereft of the 
faith she grew up with, is a single mom living in a tired apartment trying to make ends meet. 
Sometimes she watches television to catch a glimpse of her old friend —Nolan, now an NBA 
star, whose terrible personal tragedies fueled his faith and athletic drive in equal measure. 
But Nolan also suffers from a transcendent loneliness that nothing has ever eased. 

 In their separate lives, as Ellie and Nolan move toward the possibility of a reunion at 
the oak tree, Kingsbury weaves a tale of heart-wrenching loss, the power of faith, and the 
wounds that only love can heal. 

 

 

The  book Walking with Bilbo by Sarah Arthur takes readers on an adventure of faith with a 
new devotional based on Tolkien’s lighthearted Lord of the Ring, prequel The Hobbit which 
relates themes to living a Christian life. Learn that while the average Christian's life may not 
include mysterious wizards, cross-country treasure hunts, and fire-breathing drag-
ons, all believers embark on a wild, glorious adventure when they set out to follow Christ!  
Readers will also be reminded that God chooses us to be unlikely heroes in the adventure of 
life.  This book was donated by Barbara and Joe Bancroft. 



BACC has received the  

Following thank you notes: 

 

BACC Congregation: 

 Thank you for your prayers, the many 

thoughtful and beautiful cards, the visits and 

phone calls during my recent hospital stay and 

recovery period at home. 

    Carnell Teachey 

  

Dear Church Family, 

 As you know, I was diagnosed with breast 

cancer late last year.  Since that time, I have un-

dergone two surgeries and chemotherapy.  I can-

not fully express how much I was uplifted by 

your many kindnesses during this time.  The 

meals provided by members of the congregation 

were greatly appreciated by my family and my-

self, as the chief cook in the household was 

“down for the count.”  (I must also say, we are 

blessed with some amazing chefs in our congre-

gation.) 

 As I look back over my cancer journey, I am 

overwhelmed by the support you gave me 

through prayer; I certainly didn’t get through this 

mess alone.  The kind wishes and support ex-

pressed through cards, visits and calls helped me 

through some very difficult days.  I am particu-

larly grateful to several individuals who shared 

their own breast cancer experiences with me.  It 

really helps to talk to people who have already 

been there.  I would also like to thank the CWF 

groups for their support and prayers and the So-

journers Sunday School Class, whose prayers 

comforted me, and whose lively discussions and 

sense of humor kept me chuckling. 

Sincerely, Nancy Maiden 

 

This year at VBS there will be a 

photo booth for pictures.  We need children’s 

sized Hawaiian shirts.  If you have any we can 

use please get in touch with Andee Kirk 804 

929 2270. 

 

 

A Note from  

Lexington Theological Seminary: 

 

Dear Friends of LTS at Bon Air Christian,  

 The Lexington Seminary community is 

blessed by your generosity and kindness.  We 

thank you for valuing the work of the Seminary 

and joining with us in preparing men and wom-

en for service in Christ’s church. 

 When students reflect upon their opportuni-

ty to attend LTS; words can’t describe how en-

thusiastic and appreciative they are to be in the 

Seminary’s Master of Divinity program.  If they 

could speak to you face-to-face, they would 

thank you for helping make their seminary edu-

cation possible.  So, on their behalf, thanks for 

your partnership and good gift of $1,100.00. 

  Sincerely yours, 

  Mark V. Blankenship 

  Vice President for Advancement 



SERVING SCHEDULE FOR JULY 2014 

 

July 6 

Elders: Bud Deihl, Janet Lenhart 

Deacons:  9:15 Jean Dowdy (P), Rick Bernard 

10:45 Jean Dowdy (P), Connor Kirk, Stephen Blanchard, Kim Teachey 

Worship Leaders:  9:15 Bud Deihl   10:45 Doug White 

Acolyte:       

Worship & Wonder Storyteller: Barbara Bancroft   

Worship & Wonder Helper: 9:15 Laura Hollis 10:45 

Usher/Greeters: 9:15 Sandy Logan & Lena Neal 10:45 Jerrell Todd & Laura Hollis 
 

July 13 

Elders:  Frank Clark, Russ Johnson 

Deacons:  9:15 Chris Bates (P), Guy Barker 

10:45 Michael Whitlow (P), Diane Clark, Arlene Giffel, Bill Sydnor 

Worship Leaders:  9:15 Cassie Price   10:45 Brenda Kidd 

Acolyte:    

Worship & Wonder Storyteller:  Sandy Collins 

Worship & Wonder Helper: 9:15 Cassie Collins 10:45 Jean Dowdy 

Usher/Greeters: 9:15 Jean Dowdy & Alison Hylton 10:45 Peggy & Bill Alcoke 
  

July 20 

Elders:  Steve Kline, Gina McKenney 

Deacons:  9:15 Tom Snodgrass (P), Jim Lehan 

10:45 Stephen Blanchard (P), Paula Craft, Clairee Cochran, Arlene Giffel 

Worship Leaders: 9:15 Jane McKinley   10:45 Shea Hollifield 

Acolyte:    

Worship & Wonder Storyteller:   Worship & Wonder Helper: 

Usher/Greeters: 9:15 Jane McKinley & Jean Dowdy 10:45 Laura Hollis & Whitney Graham 
 

July 27 

Elders: Barbara Bancroft, Duke Dale 

Deacons:  9:15 Jeanne Brock (P), Carol McGowan 

10:45 Lauren Johnson (P), Rick Novak, Doug White, Polly White 

Worship Leaders:  9:15 Jane McKinley  10:45 Kitten Whitlow 

Acolyte:    

Worship & Wonder Storyteller:   Worship & Wonder Helper: Joan Mielke 

Usher/Greeters: 9:15 Jane McKinley & Jean Dowdy 10:45 Arlene Giffel & Diane Clark 

 

Offering:    Jean Dowdy and Jean Turlington 

(P) denotes communion preparation 


