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Holy God,   
Help us during this Advent to pause. 

Help us to pause and be quiet and remember. 
Help us to remember why you came into the world. 

Help us to remember you came for love of us. 

We light candles that remind us of your light coming into the world.   
How can we bring that light today to others? 

How can we share the light of your love with those who are in need? 
How can we share the light of your hope with those whose hearts long for meaning? 

   We sing songs that speak of your coming.    
May the songs we sing bring a new melody of peace into our hurting world. 

May we be reminded of angels singing at the birth of the babe born in Bethlehem. 
May our hearts be touched and our lives transformed so we may sing of your glory. 

Let us draw near to that rude stall where Christ is born to Mary.   
Let us look for stars light that will guide our feet to the path that leads us to you. 

Let us open our eyes that we may see you and shine your grace to all we meet. 
Let us once again claim Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Be born to us we pray. 

Amen. 

                                                   
                                                         Shalom, 
                                                  Cindy 

 
 

 
 



Page 2 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 

Dec. 1st 

The HOLIDAY LOCK-IN for our Youth will be held on Friday, December 1
st
 at 5:30 PM 

through Saturday, December 2
nd

 8:00 AM. It will be a great night of fun and fellowship. 

We will have fun ice-skating at the Short Pump Mall (West-end). We will reconvene at 

Church; all the youth members will practice their lines for the Christmas Pageant and the 

children who are angels will practice their specially choreographed “angel dance.” Special 

thanks to Jean Turlington for providing dinner and Robin Blanchard for planning a fun 

evening for the group. 

 

Dec. 3rd 

The Youth Group is hosting the HANGING OF THE GREENS dinner again this year. We 

are planning the menu, making decorations, and will cook lots of casseroles and deviled 

eggs. We look forward to seeing everyone December 3
rd

 (Dinner at 5 pm; Service at 6 

pm). The youth will be raising funds for their summer mission trip (coming up in 2019). 

We will be taking donations and will also be selling the Christmas decorations we make. 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Dec. 10th 

We are working hard on the CHRISTMAS PAGEANT and look forward to bringing you 

the message of Jesus’ light and love on December 10
th
, during the late service. The holy 

family, the shepherds, the wise men, and the angels will make an appearance— teaching 

us to never doubt God’s power and love; clinging to God’s promises, the youth will teach 

us that “faith is a muscle, it has to be exercised or it gets weak.”  

Following the Christmas Pageant, the youth will get a bite of lunch to eat and will spend 

the afternoon caroling together. 

 

WANTED: 

We're looking for a reliable car in good condition for a family who cannot afford 
one. If you know of an available car, please call the church office.   
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CWF CHILI COOK-OFF 

 Our Christmas Luncheon will be on December 
19th, 1:00 PM, at Capital Ale House, 13831 Vil-
lage Place Dr., Midlothian, 23114.   
 
Please call me (804-320-3466) or email me at
(Lollihollis@verizon.net) by December 12th to  
reserve your seat.  Also, if you would like a ride, 
let me know. 

Laura Hollis 

JOY  

Each year in December, congregations in the Disciples of Christ 
collect a special offering to support regional ministries.  This 
means that much of what is given will come back to Virginia, but 
also help support important ministries in other regions as 
well.  Ministries like Craig Springs Camp and Conference Cen-
ter, Regional Assemblies, training workshops for church leader-
ship, and other educational efforts are supported by these gifts.   
 
The Christmas Special Offering will be collected on December 
10th & 17th.  Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Special Offering 

I want to thank everyone who participated or 
helped with the CWF Chili Cook-off and Silent 
Auction on November 18th.  It was a huge suc-
cess.  We had a great mix of people attending.  It 
was standing room only.  We had 12 chili en-
tries.  All were delicious and all were differ-
ent.  But unfortunately not everyone can 
win.  Although I think we’re all winners.  We had 
a three way tie for first place.  Those three drew 
“lots” to determine the winner.  Jake Ver Beek 
was our first place winner.  Congratula-
tions.  Shea Hollifield took the silver and Susan 
Baum won the bronze.  All the food was delicious 
and plentiful.  We had enough food to have take 
out for a small donation.  Thank you to all those 
who made chili and brought food. 
 
The quilt raffle was also a great success.  I hope 
everyone got to see the finished quilt.  It was 
beautiful.  Thanks go Cathy Law, Diane Clark, 
and Shea Hollifield for making the quilt.  They 
did a great job.  Patty Simmons was our lucky 
raffle winner.  Many of us are jealous.  Congratu-
lations, Patty. 

 
I also want to thank all those who donated items 
for the silent auction.  We had great items to bid 
on.  Thanks to Doug & Polly White, Paula Craft, 
Claire Deitch, Carol Herrin, Barbara Bancroft, 
Cathy Law, Kate Burns, Lou Scharon, Shea Hol-
lifield, Christy McCauley, Patty Simmons, and 
Kitten Whitlow for their donations. 
 
CWF was able to 
raise $2,212.00 
which will go to 
Craig Springs Nature 
Camp and the CWF 
Spring Projects (not 
decided yet).  They 
may include both  
international as well 
as a local charity.    
 
Jamie McDonald 
CWF President Congrats CWF on a 

great Chili Cook-Off! 

tel:(804)%20320-3466
mailto:Lollihollis@verizon.net
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Blue Christmas Service 

 
For some, “Ding, Dong Merri-
ly on High” is just annoying.  
There are those among us who 
do not greet the festivities of 
Christmas with great joy.  For 
many it is the most difficult 
time of year.  Our Blue Christ-
mas service is a service for 

those who struggle during this 
Advent season.  It is a time 
when we seek God’s help and 
healing as we cope with hurt, 
loss and sadness.  If you would 
like a quieter observation of the 
Holy Season we invite you to 
join us December 16th at 5:00. 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS DINNER AND SERVICEHANGING OF THE GREENS DINNER AND SERVICE   

DECEMBER 3, 2017DECEMBER 3, 2017  

 

We hope you will join us for good food and good fellowship at the Hanging 
of the Greens dinner at 5:00 pm.  Ham, Turkey, Potato Casserole, Deviled 
Eggs and more—Yum! Come hungry. 

 

Following the dinner we will have our Hanging of the Greens Worship    
Service.  It is a special service with beautiful Christmas music.  We talk 
about the meaning of the signs and symbols of Advent and 

Christmas.  Come share with us as we decorate our sanc-
tuary and tune our hearts to God’s glorious good news.  
Invite your friends to enjoy good food and this meaningful 
service. Let us prepare our hearts for the coming of the 
Christ Child. 

January 2018 EventsJanuary 2018 Events  

 

 Installation of officers/deacons/elders—Jan 7th @ 11:00 and  

Board Meeting after Service 

 Mission Pathways—Jan 3rd & 15th @ 6:30 

 BACC will host the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service -  

Jan 22nd @ 12:00 
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Our sympathy is extended to 
the family of Mary Eliza-
beth Jonas upon her passing. 
 
Our sympathy is also ex-
tended to Guy Barker upon 
the passing of his wife, 
Phyllis Barker.   
 
Please pray for Harold 
Campbell who had spinal 
surgery. 

Please pray for George 
Heath, who had surgery 
this past month. 

 
Our prayers continue with: 
 
Traci Eagle 
Taylor Brooks who is 
making progress in her   
recovery  

THANK YOU’S  

CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS AND PRAYER CONCERNS 

Dear Cindy,  
 Please thank your 
church elders for the wonder-
ful lunch they provided for 
Doug’s funeral.  The food, 
and fellowship were such a 
comfort to us.  And, Cindy, 
your eulogy was so kind—and 
thoughtful.  It was especially 
warm.  Just what I had want-
ed. 
     Lovingly, 
     Janet Ellerson 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for all the 
cards, visits, well wishes and 
prayers since I’ve been at the 
Laurels of Bon Air.  I will be 
home by 11/28 but I’m still 
not allowed to put weight on 
my leg yet.  I hope to be better 
soon and able to join you at 
church.  Thanks again for eve-
rything. 
    Sincerely, 
    Harriet Griggs 

 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for your 
generous support of Lynch-
burg College.  The College 
experience provides stu-
dents with opportunities for 
life.  Your support helps LC 
students discover their tal-
ents and find their voices, 
connect and collaborate 
with peers and mentors, and 
achieve excellence in their 
careers, their communities 
and around the world.  You 
are changing the world, one 
student at a time.  Thank 
you! 
     Sincerely, 
     J..Michael Bonnette,PhD 
     Sr. Vice President for  
     Advancement 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for your 
gift to  the Patron’s Associ-
ation which will pave the 

way and light the path for fel-
low travelers to find their way 
back home here at Christmount.  
Your gift is received in the 
same spirit in which it was giv-
en—with deep appreciation. 
    With gratitude, 
    Rev. Rob Morris,  
    Executive Director 
    Christmount 
 
 

Memorial Gift received 
Our appreciation is extended to 
Barbara Sweeney and Tom 
Bennett for the gift in memory 
of their mother, Dot Bennett, 
which will  help us revitalize 
our playground. 
 
A special thank you to those 

who helped prepare for advent 

and Christmas services.  We 

appreciate everyone who is par-

ticipating & making our ser-

vices meaningful. 

Harriet Griggs who is now 
home! 

Becky Harvell’s mother 
and Shirley Heath who are 
at Sunrise.   

Steve Blythe 
Dot Nuckols 
Cathy Wheless 
Maddie Smith 
Robin Lorraine 
Carnell Teachey 
Arlene Blythe’s cousin -
Terry Tynan, friend-Donna 
Leake and extended family 
member-Carol Ann Miller 

Steve Kline’s friend, Ed 
Winfield 

Rhonda Ringel’s friends, 
Hailey Lane, Harrison 
Zierenbergand, Crista Cole 

The Landergan’s friend, 
Dan Bickett 

Pete Landergan’s friend, 
Meredith Britton 

Dawn Mooney’s sister, 
Debbie Roben 

Steve Blythe’s cousin, Bran-
don Clements 

Susan Baum’s friend, Geri 
Julie Bock’s friend,  
Theresa Robertson 
Gerry Roppe’ 
The Ver Beek family friend, 
Sue Nagy 

Guy Barker’s brother-in-
law, Phillp Gibson 

Tom Mayfield’s friend, 
Mickey Denke 

Mary Ann Casdia’s sister, 
who has cancer 

Jackie Nilles friend, 
Kathryn Noftzger 

Tom Neumayer’s great-
granddaughter, Kassidi Ste-
vens 

7 yr old Eleanor Brooks 
 



Page 6 Christmas Schedule 

  

 12/2 – Decorating the church for Advent/Christmas 9:00 a.m. – come join the 
 fun! 
 

 12/3 – The First Sunday of Advent – Lighting of the Advent wreath 
5:00 p.m.  Hanging of the Greens Dinner  
6:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens Worship Service  
A traditional service in which we hear the Christmas story portrayed in scripture 
 and in music.  It is a time to tune our hearts to that which  is truly important. 
 

12/9 – 5:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant at Casual Worship Service 
 

12/10 – The Second Sunday of Advent  
8:45 Traditional Worship Service  
11:00 Christmas Pageant—Shepherds, wise men, angels and the holy family  
portray the wondrous Christmas story. 
12:15 p.m. - Christmas caroling 
Bring some Christmas cheer to our homebound friends and then join us after 

 caroling for a party at Cindy’s home. 
 

12/16 – 5:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service 
 

12/17 – The Third Sunday of Advent 
Snow date for Christmas activities  
 

12/24 – Christmas Eve 
10:00 a.m.  - Christmas Eve Sunday Morning Worship Service 
5:00 and 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Worship Services  
Share the bread of life and the cup of salvation as we celebrate God’s greatest gift. 
 

12/25 – Christmas Day 
 
Merry Christmas!  May the warmth of our savior’s love and the good news of 

 his birth and life surround you and your loved ones on this holy and won-
 drous day. 

 
 

 

Christmas Caroling  
 
We hope you will come enjoy bringing Christmas 
cheer to our homebound friends on 12/10/17.  We 
always have a great time going Christmas carol-
ing.  Whether you can sing  or can't carry a tune in a 
bucket - all are welcome!   We'll grab a sandwich 
after church and then make our visits.  We'll end 
with a party at  
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A Journey of Transformation has begun! 
The Mission Pathways ministry planning process was recently approved by the BACC Board 
and we have begun our journey.  This is a self-led planning process, comprised of five modules, 
that encourages congregations to use the tools they currently have and to think strategically 
about how they can become a more transformative force in their community.  It is designed for 
congregations, large or small, and has creative leaders looking at new ways to do ministry. This 
service will help our church identify our current landscape and resources so that we can create a 
"future story". 
As a congregation, we are leading the process. This allows us to discover answers together.   
 
Mission Pathway’s three phases will help our congregation create a road map to our future story: 
Finding our passion and resources – Gain insight on mission planning, while discovering the 
resources we have readily available in our church and community. 
Retreat – Midway through the process, an experienced Hope Partnership staff member will fa-
cilitate a daylong retreat with the committee members. 
Coaching – A trained coach from Hope Partnership will walk alongside our congregation for a 
year to provide support and to help us stay on track. 
 
Our journey officially began with MODULE ONE on 11/8/17 with a series of self-led videos 
that encouraged conversation, exploration, self-discovery, creativity and team-building exercises 
among the committee.  It helped engage us in ways that made us look at what it is like to be a 
transformed church.  We gained insight into Mission Planning and our purpose.  We received an 
overview of the process and what will be required during this progression.  We did a biblical 
reflection of Mark 6:30-44, talked about the life cycle & leadership of the church, dis-
cussed whether we were a “No” church or a “Yes AND …” church and tried to determine if we 
were a congregation of Volunteers or Missionaries.  It was a very productive meeting. 
 
The committee members were assigned homework looking deeper into finances, relationships, 
building needs and membership.  The committee will meet again in January. 
 
If you have any questions about this planning process or are curious to know more, please feel 
free to contact Cindy or Kendra. 

Help Make Christmas Merry for Families in Need 
 

Bon Air Christian Church will help make sure that seven families have a Merry Christmas. Fam-
ilies will receive specific gifts and gift cards to help with food needs.  
 
Gift tags for specific gifts are available on the Christmas trees outside the fellowship hall. Please 
take a tag and fill out your name on both pieces. Leave the white tag on the tree and take the 
colored tag with you as you shop. When you return the gift to church, please attach the colored 
tag. If you are buying a clothing item, please get a gift receipt so that an exchange can be made 
if needed. Please DO NOT wrap the gifts. We have heard from parents that they enjoy wrapping 
the gifts for their children. And it allows them to do some returns if needed before Christmas. 

We will provide wrapping paper and ribbon.  Please return gifts by December 
10th. 
 

Monetary donations will also be needed to provide gift cards for food items. 
Please make out a check to BACC, note Christmas Families on the memo line and 
put it in the offering plate.  
 

Thank you for sharing your blessings with these families. If you have questions or 
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V  
Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real 

things in the world are the things we can't see.  

 

- The Polar Express 

 

Bainbridge Food Bank - With the holidays now upon us, 
we should consider the folks who depend on Bainbridge 
Community Ministry for part of their food sources.  These 
folks are thankful for the assistance they receive from 
Bainbridge.  Let's help keep their shelves filled.  Jelly and 
non-perishable milk products are currently needed.  

 

Saturday Casual Service - This holiday season is a busy 
time for all of us.  If you can't make it to Sunday Worship, 
please come to the Saturday Evening Casual service.  We 
have hymns, prayers, communion, and a good sermon, 
usually by Cindy, all in the period from 5 PM to about 
5:45.  See you there. 

 Charles Stevens 
 



 

DECEMBER 3, 2017 
Elders:  Doug White, Paul Seemiller 
Deacons:  8:45 (P)  Caitlynn Collins, Sam Herrin 
11:00 (P)  Cathy Law, Tim Vaden, Ellen Moon, Zachary Moon 
Worship Leaders: 8:45 and 11:00 Doug White 
Acolyte: 8:45                         11:00   
Worship & Wonder Storyteller:  Barbara Bancroft 
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45   11:00 Deb Romig 
Ushers/Greeters:  8:45 Carol Herrin     11:00  
Offering: Rose McCaferty, Jim McCaferty 

(Hanging of the Greens Service at 6:00) 
 
 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 
Elders:  Joan Mielke, Tom Snodgrass 
Deacons:  8:45 (P)  Tammy Rucker, Joe Smith 
11:00 (P)  Whitney Graham, Jerrell Todd, Aidan Novak, Kris Shouldice 
Worship Leaders: 8:45 and 11:00 Samantha Seemiller 
Acolyte: 8:45                         11:00   
Worship & Wonder Storyteller:  Gail Macfadden 
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45 Caitlynn Collins  11:00 
Ushers/Greeters:  8:45 Janie and Jim Severance     11:00  
Offering: Arlene Giffel, Laura Hollis  
 

DECEMBER 17, 2017 
Elders:  Jamie McDonald, Shea Hollifield 
Deacons:  8:45 (P)  Joe Smith, Sandy Collins 
11:00 (P)   Jake Ver Beek, Allison Landergan, Laura Hollis 
Worship Leaders: 8:45 Shea Hollifield 11:00 Charlie Ver Beek 
Acolyte: 8:45                         11:00   
Worship & Wonder Storyteller: Barbara Bancroft 
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45 Laura Hollis 11:00 
Ushers/Greeters:  8:45       11:00  
Offering: Jean Dowdy, Jean Turlington 
 

DECEMBER 24, 2017 
Elders: Paula Craft, Steve Goff 
Deacons:  10:00(P)  Jake Ver Beek, Tammy Rucker, Emily Rush Moore, Joe Smith 
Worship Leaders: 10:00 Kitten Whitlow 
Acolyte: 10:00  
Worship & Wonder Storyteller:  Gail Macfadden 
Worship & Wonder Helper: 10:00 Caitlynn Collins 
Ushers/Greeters:  10:00 Barbara Bancroft 
Offering: Barbara Bancroft, Kris Shouldice 
(CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT 5:00 AND 7:00) 

 
DECEMBER 31, 2017 
Elders:  Joe Bancroft, Tod Snodgrass 
Deacons:  8:45 (P)  Caitlynn Collins, Sam Herrin 
11:00 (P)  Ellen Moon, Tim Vaden, Cecelia Bingenheimer, Zachary Moon 
Worship Leaders: 8:45 Cassie Price 11:00 Jean Turlington 
Acolyte: 8:45                         11:00   
Worship & Wonder Storyteller:   
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45   11:00 
Ushers/Greeters:  8:45       11:00  
Offering: Angie Goff, Steve Goff 
 

SERVING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2017 

(P) denotes communion preparation 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Youth Group 

Lock-In 

2 
5:00 

Worship  
Service 

Goff Flock Feeds 
Homeless Shelter 

3 

8:45 & 11:00 
Worship Services 

5:00 Hanging of 

the Greens Dinner 

6:00 Hanging of the 

Greens Service 

4 

 

 

5 

 7:00 Choir 

practice 

 

6 
8:00 Men’s                         

Breakfast 

7:00 AA, ACA 

 

 

 

 

7 

5:00 CWF 

Night Group 

8 

 

 

9 
 

5:00 

Casual 

Worship  
Service 

 

 

10 

8:45 & 11:00 
Worship Services 

Christmas  

Pageant at 11:00 

Service 

12:15 Christmas 

Caroling 

11 

 

12 

7:00 Choir 

practice 

13 
 

8:00 Men’s 

Breakfast 

6:30 CWF  

Salad Group 

7:00 AA, ACA 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 
5:00 Blue  
Christmas  

Service 

17 
8:45 & 11:00 

Worship Services 
 
 

 
 

18 

 

19 

1:00 Joy 

Group @ 

Capital Ale  

7:00 Choir 

20 

8:00 Men’s 

Breakfast 

7:00 AA, ACA 

 

21 

  

 

22 23 

5:00 
Casual 

Worship  
Service 

24  10:00 am-

Morning  Worship  

5:00 and 7:00 
Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 
Worship Services 

25 

 

26 

7:00 Choir 

practice 

27 

8:00 Men’s 

Breakfast 

7:00 AA, ACA 

28 29 30 
 

 

31 
8:45 & 11:00 

Worship Services 

1      

DECEMBER 2017 

Worship 8:45 & 11:00 Sunday School 10:00 


