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GOD SO LOVED ...
Lent begins on Valentine’s Day. That’s
appropriate. The one who has loved us from
our beginning and loves us to our end sent us
a very special Valentine. “God so loved…” –
those words remain so poignantly beautiful.
Our calling is to continue to share that love.
Oh, how I long for us to live passionately into
that calling. I long for us to celebrate God’s
love as it is revealed to us every day, in every
moment , in every breath.
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Sunday 8:45am & 11:00am
Saturday 5:00pm
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God has given us everything we have. How do
we show our love for God?
We begin Lent with our prayer vigil on Ash
Wednesday. It is such a special and sacred
time. It is a time set a part. It is just 30 minutes
for quietness but that time is like no other.
There’s something very special about this
chain of prayer. Perhaps the fact that we are
connected in this 24 hour time and connected
with other Disciple churches in such a special
way has something to do with it. I do think that
having that uninterrupted time of solitude and
spiritual discernment is transformative. I hope
you will be a part of it and I pray as we enter
into this time when we ponder the sacrifice of
our Lord we will also ponder what it means for
us to live as His disciples.
Shalom,
Cindy

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
SERVE GOD BY SERVING OTHERS
We have the best Youth at Bon Air
Christian Church! They are always up
for a task or mission to serve others.
In January we met and put together
"Welcome Bags" and "Snack Bags" for
children and families at The Doorways.
The Doorways provides a healing,
emotionally supportive environment for
those who need to be close to the
hospital but not far from the feeling of

“home.” They are Richmond’s premier
provider of temporary lodging and nonmedical services to patients and their
families referred through our
participating Richmond-area hospital
partners.
The "Welcome Bags" included a teddy
bear, a personal note or origami heart
from our kids and much needed
toiletries. The "Snack Bags" included
bags of chips, sweets, water/juice and a
sweet note.

THE
GATHERING
PLACE
LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE.

Deacon Becki Dean at St. Michael's
Episcopal Church has been serving the
homeless lunch at The Gathering Place
for 5 years. She has not missed one
Sunday! What a blessing she is!
On January 31st, our Youth made &
packed 30 lunches and went with Becki
to serve her friends.
There was a short 15 minute service, out
in the bitter cold, and then we were able
to serve the lunches and talk to and get
to know some of the people that come
for lunch every Sunday.
It was a great experience and we plan to
do this again soon.

We also met at the end of the month to
start preparing and planning for our
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. Mark
your calendars! Tuesday, February
13th at 6:30p. The youth will be
flipping some cakes for you to enjoy &
fill up on right before Lent.
Donations are welcome and ALL
proceeds will go to Week of
Compassion. We hope you can join us!

WHAT'S HAPPENING
PRAYER VIGIL
Please be sure to sign up for a :30 or :60 time slot for the
Prayer Vigil on Ash Wednesday, 2/13. The purpose of Chain
of Prayer is to offer a 24-hour Prayer Vigil for congregations
and persons who want to share an opportunity for a time of
uninterrupted dialogue with God. There is a sign up genius and
a hard copy sign-up on the bulletin board outside of the church
office.
We hope you can participate in this very special time on Ash
Wednesday as we prepare our hearts for Lent.

WEEK OF PRAYER
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It was a beautiful week
where hearts were touched and Christians came together and
focused prayer for church unity.
Congregations and parishes all over the world celebrated with
prayer services.
Special thanks to Caitlynn Collins for being the
Youth representative at the kick-off Prayer Service at St.
Michael's. And thanks to Diane Clark, Becky Skowron and Kitten
Whitlow for arranging for lunch and fellowship time after our
noon time prayer service.

SHROVE TUESDAY
Pancake Dinner 2/13 at 6:30pm. Shrove Tuesday, also known
as Pancake Tuesday is the day immediately preceding Ash
Wednesday (the first day of Lent) and is celebrated in some
countries by consuming pancakes.
The Youth Group will be serving up pancakes and sides on
Shrove Tuesday. Donations are welcome and all proceeds will
go to the Week of Compassion.
Come support our youth group and have a delicious dinner
while helping those who are in need.

“If you lower the ambient noise of your life and listen expectantly for those whispers of God, your ears will
hear them. And when you follow their lead, your world will be rocked.”
― Bill Hybels

WHAT'S HAPPENING
WEEK OF COMPASSION
February 18th & February 25th: Week of Compassion is
the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States
and Canada.
We rely on your compassion, your gifts and your
commitment to help change lives for the better.

BAINBRIDGE FOOD SHELTER
MISSION PATHWAYS
Work continues with Mission Pathways. We
have completed Three of Five Modules and
had a Retreat with our Hope for Partnership
Moderator, Ruth Fletcher on Saturday 1/27.
The retreat was held at Gather in West
Broad Village and was a very productive
and informative time together for the group.

The bleak midwinter is upon us. But the midwinter
won’t be so bleak for the folks who depend on
Bainbridge Community Ministry for part of their food
supply if we continue to keep the Bainbridge box filled.
Thank you for thinking of them.

CASUAL SERVICE
Saturday evening casual service
The Saturday evening casual service is alive and well. It is
a good alternative to the regular Sunday services for those
who can’t make it to church on Sundays. It lets us keep up
with our church attendance even when other things
interfere. Let’s not forget that regular church attendance is
an important part of our spiritual lives.
See you there at 5 PM.

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his
people and continue to help them.
Hebrews 6:10

WHAT'S HAPPENING
GROUPS
JOY: February 20,2018, Jamie McDonald will be
preparing her famous selection of "TEA"! Also will be a
lovely selection of cookies! Tea, cookies, and
conversation, what could be better?
The first meeting of the Day CWF was cancelled due to
snow and frozen pipes. Hopefully we’ll have no snow for
the rest of our meetings. The cold weather doesn’t stop
us from getting together for fun and games! Upcoming
events include attending the ballet, “Sleeping Beauty”
and the play,” All My Sons” at Swift Creek Mill. We try to
keep busy.
The Salad CWF met for food, study, and fellowship on
Wednesday the 10th. We’re studying Ghana and South
Africa. We also enjoyed a Rooibos tea party. All three
groups are studying the Book of Hebrews. Each group
also has a charitable cause. The Day group collects
donations for the food bank. The Evening group donates
needed items to the Battered Women’s Shelter. The
Salad group donates to several causes.
I hope all the women of the Church can attend one of the
meetings in February.
The Evening group will meet Thursday, February 1st for
dinner at Candela’s and then go to Jamie McDonald’s
house for the meeting. I’m sure there will be tea.
The Day group meets Tuesday, February 13th at the
Church at 10:30 am. Bring a sandwich. Drinks and
dessert are provided.
The Salad group meets Valentine’s Day, February 14th
at the Church at 6:30 pm. The prayer vigil is also taking
place at the Church that day. I hope you signed up for a
prayer time.
See you in February.

"This is the power of gathering: it inspires us, delightfully, to be more hopeful,
more joyful, more thoughtful: in a word, more alive."
- Alice Waters

WHAT'S HAPPENING
PASTOR'S CLASS
ATTENTION 4th GRADERS & anyone interested in
Baptism:
Water baptism is an act of faith and obedience to the
commands of Christ.
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20
Pastor's Class will begin on 2/18. Anyone interested,
please let Cindy know.

CRAIG SPRINGS
There was a Craig Springs / Virginia High School Lock-In at our church on Friday, 1/19. Folks from
Blacksburg & Richmond reunited for a night of food, games & fun.
There were 20+ people including adult chaperones that attended and more planning and fun is in
the works! If you would like to be more involved with the VA Youth Ministry Council, please
contact Kendra Ver Beek and she can put you in touch with the right person.
Summer Camp registration forms are also available in the office! Early registration is die by March
15th. Here are the dates:
Nature Camp June 25-29
First Triple July 8-13
Second Triple July 22-27
New Covenant July 29 - August 3
Family Retreat August 3-6

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."
Luke 3:21-22

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please pray for:
Suzanne Dale’s sister, Ellen Morrison Birch who is undergoing treatment for cancer. Vickie Brooks'
friend, Michelle Vest who was diagnosed with cancer.
Our prayers continue to be with:
Carrie Berkley, Harold Campbell, John Dowdy, Harriett Griggs, Alma Spivey, Linda Verheul’s grandson,
Lachlan Conley; Dot Nuckols, Shirley Heath and Becky Harvell’s mother, who are both at
Sunrise; Steve Blythe, Jane Washington, Cathy Wheless, Gerry Roppe’, Maddie Smith, Carnell
Teachey, Robin Lorraine, Tom Neumayer’s great-granddaughter, Kassidi Stevens.
Sara Reese’s mother, Steve Blythe’s cousin, Brandon Clements, who has lymphoma.
Pete Landergan’s friend, Meredith Britton, Terry Tynan who has cancer.
Steve Kline’s niece, Suzy Street, Dawn Mooney’s sister, Debbie Roben who has ovarian cancer.
Eleanor Brooks who has cancer, Tom Mayfield’s friend, Mickey Denke. Shirley Burkhalter’s nephew,
Kevin McGuire. Leigh Anne Phan’s friend, Ron Evans. Stacy Price. The Blythe’s friend, Donna Leake.
Susan Baum’s friends, Jeri and Darlene for recurring cancers. Mary Ann Casida’s sister, Cecilia Slack
who is battling cancer. Kathy Morton’s mother, Pat Hedrick. Rhonda Ringel’s friend, Crista Cole who
has Lymphoma, her mother, Tootsie Buffo and her sister, Casta Childress. Julie Bock’s friend, Theresa
Robertson who has a brain tumor, Jackie Nilles friend, Kathryn Idelson Noftzger who is undergoing
treatment for breast cancer. Rita Boykin who has cancer, Rhonda Ringel’s friend, Brian Le.
Please pray for: Kris Shouldice
While visiting her daughter in Germany, Kris fell and has had foot surgery. Her surgery went well, but
the recovery is more of a challenge than she anticipated.
If you would like to send her a card, below is the address:
(Please note that International postage is $1.15 to get a standard letter to Germany.)
Kris Shouldice
c/o Karen Simon
Lohholstrasse 3
83071 Stephanskirchen
Germany

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS
May you be wrapped up in God's love, Found deep in
His everlasting wings, Carried and Kept safe and
cherished. May the healing power of Christ breathe
across your being now.

PRAISE & THANKS
Dear loved ones,
Thank you for the life lessons you have taught me during my first eleven months of ministry at Bon
Air Christian Church.
Thank you for the care shown to me during this time of transition as I wait on my one year work
permit. This permit is a gift for successfully completing my doctoral degree. I thank all members
of the church for helping me complete my requirements.
I hope to be back on staff no later than mid-March. Depending on the number of applicants and
processing time, I may begin to volunteer as early as the 13th of February.
During this time of waiting, I am studying the history of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
with Rev. Dan Griggs and leading/facilitating the Divorce Recovery Program at Richmond's First
Baptist Church meeting Fridays and Sundays.
Meesha and my mother send their love and wishes for a wonderful year 2018.
In God's light,
Jerusha

The Doorways

Kudos
Our appreciation is extended to Kendra Ver Beek
for creating our newsletter. If you have articles or
prayer concerns you would like in our next
newsletter please email us at:
worship@baccdoc.org
Subject line: Newsletter Info.

SERVING SCHEDULE
February 2018
February 4, 2018
Elders: Paul Seemiller, Doug White
Deacons: 8:45 Madison Arthur(P), Sam Herrin
11:00 Karson Clark (P), Arlene Giffel, Barbara Bancroft, Tim Vaden
Worship Leaders: 8:45 Cassie Price 11:00 Doug White
Worship & Wonder Storyteller: Cathy Law
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45 Lena Neal 11:00 Maddy Boger
Greeters: 8:45 Carol Herrin 11:00
Offering: Rose & Jim McCaferty
February 11, 2018
Elders: Bud Deihl, Joan Mielke
Deacons: 8:45 Tammy Rucker (P), Anne/Madeline Rucker
11:00 Ellen Moon (P), Tom Snodgrass, Chris Harrison, Aidan Novak
Worship Leaders: 8:45
11:00 Jean Turlington
Worship & Wonder Storyteller: Catherine Tejnecky
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45 Anika Tejnecky 11:00 Rose McCaferty
Greeters: 8:45 11:00
Offering: Arlene Giffel & Laura Hollis
February 18, 2018
Elders: Russ Johnson, Jamie McDonald
Deacons: 8:45 Claire Deitch (P), Joe Smith
11:00 Jake Ver Beek (P), Allison Landergan, Emily Rush Moore, Tom Snodgrass
Worship Leaders: 8:45 Jamie McDonald 11:00 Jamie McDonald
Worship & Wonder Storyteller:
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45 Cassie Price 11:00 Kitten Whitlow
Greeters: 8:45
11:00 Jean Turlington
Offering: Jean Dowdy & Jean Turlington
February 25, 2018
Elders: Paula Craft, Steve Goff
Deacons: 8:45 Jim Severance(P), Tom Snodgrass
11:00 Charles Stevens (P), Karson Clark, Barbara Bancroft, and
Worship Leaders: 8:45 Cassie Price 11:00 Kitten Whitlow
Worship & Wonder Storyteller: Maggie Pace
Worship & Wonder Helper: 8:45 Frances Atherton 11:00
Greeters: 8:45 11:00 Frank & Diane Clark
Offering: Barbara Bancroft & Jean Turlington

CALENDAR

Bon Air Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
2071 Buford Road
N. Chesterfield , VA 23235
Senior Minister:
Cynthia Stratton
Associate Minister:
Jerusha Moses
Choir Director & Organist:
Vickie Brooks
Nursery Attendants:
Kyla Brooks and Sage Miller

You can find us here:
Phone: 804.272.6228
Email: worship@baccdoc.org
Website: http://www.baccdoc.org
Worship times: Saturday Casual Service, 5:00pm
Sunday Services 8:45a.m. & 11:00a.m.
Sunday School, Sundays at 10:00a.m.

Bon Air Christian Church reaches out to proclaim the Gospel,
Reaches up to worship God and Reaches in to nurture and
grow in faith and love.

